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Transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development

On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 

2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development — adopted by world leaders 

in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit — officially came into 

force. 

This Agenda is a plan of action for people, planet and prosperity. It also 

seeks to strengthen universal peace in larger freedom.

The consultations on the 2030 Agenda reached more than 1 million 

people. 



THE NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Principles of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable 

development are fully embedded in the NSDS
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In July 2017, Italy presented its Voluntary 

National Review at the HLPF (High Level 

Political Forum), focused on the National 

Strategy for Sustainable Development (NSDS), 

that was later approved in December 2017.



Implementation of the 2030 Agenda 2030 in Italy: 

The National Strategy for Sustainable Development

• Law 221/2015, Art. 3, committed the Italian Government, on the proposal of the Ministry for the Environment, to the 

definition of the NSDS and to its update, every three years, in close cooperation with other ministries, relevant 

institutions and stakeholders.

• The NSDS represents an update of the former Environmental action strategy for sustainable development (2002-2010), 

widened to define broad guidelines for environmental, economic an social policies, aimed at achieving the sustainable 

development goals of the 2030 Agenda in Italy.

• The NSDS was created as the key element for the implementation of the  2030 Agenda in our country.

• The NSDS represents the national reference framework for planning and programming towards sustainable 

development policies.

• The NSDS was approved by the Inter-ministerial Committee for Economic Planning (CIPE) in December 2017, in 

accordance with the provisions of Law 221/2015.

• Art.34, of the Legislative Decree n.152/2006 (as amended), foresees that Regions adopt the regional strategies for 

sustainable development within twelve months from the approval of the NSDS by the Inter-ministerial Committee for 

Economic Planning (CIPE), defining the contribution to the achievement of the national strategic objectives. 











NSDS and the 2030 
AGENDA

The NSDS is the cornerstone 

towards the implementation of 

the 2030 Agenda

guiding principles
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PARTNERSHIP

The Three-year Strategic and Planning 
Document of the Italian Development 
Cooperation (which was reformed just 
before the adoption of the 2030 Agenda) 
related to the 2016-2018 period already 
adopts both content and structure of the 
2030 Agenda. The macro-areas for action 
are reflected in the Partnership Area of 
the NSDS. They have been re-arranged to 
take into account the integrated nature 
and the structure of the 17 SDGs.



NSDS and the 2030 Agenda 
The National strategic goals are integrated 

and balance the three environmental, 

economic and social pillars of sustainable 

development, in line with the 2030 Agenda.
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The sustainability vectors are cross-cutting areas of action 

of the NSDS, essential to guide and manage the integration of 

sustainability issues into policies, plans and projects

SUSTAINABILITY VECTORS
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THE NATIONAL STRATEGY FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT
Monitoring

A set of indicators for monitoring the implementation of the NSDS has 
been selected with the support of the National Statistics System 
(SISTAN) within the indicators’ framework of the Inter-agency and Expert 
Group on SDG Indicators (IAEG-SDGs) created by the United Nations 
Statistical Commission. 

The Italian Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea is collaborating 
with the Italian Regions to decline them at territorial level in order to 
guarantee the integrated monitoring of the achievement of NSDS’s 
objectives.



IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 2030 AGENDA AT REGIONAL 
LEVEL

• Art.34 of the Legislative Decree n.152/2006 (as amended) foresees that Regions 
adopt the regional strategies for sustainable development within twelve months 
from the approval of the NSDS by the Inter-ministerial Committee for Economic 
Planning (CIPE).

• The Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea has developed and launched a 
set of actions, to foster a more effective integration and governance of the principle 
of sustainability in public policies, both in the context of the programming period 
2014-2020 of the European Structural and Investment Fund and through national 
financial resources.



IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 2030 AGENDA AT REGIONAL LEVEL 

Initiatives of the Ministry for the Environment

1. NATIONAL FUNDS

 PUBLIC NOTICE addressed to Regions and Autonomous Provinces to support the 
implementation of the regional strategies for sustainable development.

 2 Call for tender (addressed to foundations, universities and research centers + associations 
and companies) for the development of activities towards the implementation of the National 
Sustainable Development Strategy at territorial level.

2. PON GOVERNANCE - CReIAMO PA (European Structural and Investment Fund -
programming period 2014-2020)

 Line 2 - Support for the integration of environmental sustainability objectives into 
administrative actions for the implementation of national strategies 

 Work Package 1 - Implementation and monitoring of the 2030 Agenda



SUPPORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT REGIONAL STRATEGIES FOR SUSTAINABLE 
DEVELOPMENT

Three thematic areas of action:

A. Building the RSDS governance

B. Involvement of civil society

C. RSDS drafting process

1. NATIONAL FUNDS

PUBLIC NOTICE addressed to Regions and Autonomous Provinces to 
support the implementation of the regional strategies for sustainable
development.



SUPPORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL STRATEGIES 
FOR SD

Regional sustainable development strategies indicate (art. 34 dlgs 152/2006 

e ss.mm.ii):

• Regional contribution to the achievement of national objectives

• Regional priorities

• Means of implementation

• Monitoring and review

• Expected actions

Through the RSDS, Regions ensure coherency in their planning activites at horizontal

and vertical level.

Local authorities are involved and are capable, through the definition of coherent

strategic tools, of bringing their contribution to the achievement of the objectives of

the RSDS.



VERTICAL COORDINATION BODY: IMELS, REGIONS AND AUTONOMOUS 
PROVINCES

An area to exchange experiences and methodologies that is functional to the 

implementation of the NSDS and for the drafting and future implementation of the RSDS.

Responds to the recommendations of the State-Regions Conference that called for the 

establishment of an Inter-Institutional Body, composed of Regions and Ministries with a 

twofold objective:

• Further refining the NSDS with particular regards to the targets and their adaptability
to the national context.

• Identification of coordination initiatives to ensure coherency between the regional
planning and implementation tools and the NSDS, allowing for the establishment of
regional and national plans and strategies strongly interlinked and mutually
supportive.



National Sustainable Development Forum 
ownership

NSDS:

«IMELS is responsible for organizing a National Sustainable

Development Forum open to civil society participants and experts, with 

multilevel consultation process similar to those used to draft this

document».



National Sustainable Development Forum 
ownership

Opinion by the State-Regions Conference attached to the CIPE 

Decree:

«during the drafting process, IMELS organized various consultation 

meetings involving different stakeholders, from the scientific community 

to civil society members and the private sector. It would be important to 

set up this multistakeholder process also in the implementation phase, 

in order to ensure a permanent consultation, to give visibility and 

valorise the results achieved and to analize and address gaps and 

constraints in the implementation of the NSDS».



National Sustainable Development Forum 
objectives and rationale

The objective of the Forum is to accompany the implementation of the National 
Strategy for sustainable development (and the 2030 Agenda) also through the active
involvement of different actors that promote policies and initiatives in favour of 
sustainability.

The Forum is qualified as a space to provide visibility to actors and initiatives on 
sustainability, as a meeting point between public policy and social emerging practices.

The Forum is built looking at the structure and working methods of the 
«multistakeholder platform» created by the European Commission in 2017, to support
the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at Eu level.



National Sustainable Development Forum 
tasks

• Provide a platform to exchange information in view of the participation of Italy to the 
European and International negotiation processes (EU Council; High Level Political
Forum).

• Provide the annual contribution of civil society to document monitoring the 
implementation of the NSDS

• Ensure the contribution of civil society for the effective implementation of the Strategy 
and of the actions linked to it, on operational aspects as well as on recommendations on 
how to address gaps and constraints and indications on how to better communicate the 
Strategy and its main results.

• Ensure an effective exchange of information and the building of networks among the 
main actors involved in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.



National Sustainable Development Forum 
Structure and functioning

The Forum is organized in 6 working groups, 4 relevant to the NSDS internal thematic areas
(4Ps) and 2 crosscutting areas:

People

Planet

Prosperity

Peace

Governance - follow up and review

Knowledge, education, comunication (Sustainability vectors)

Each WG will be chaired through a coordination mechanism rather than a single individual



NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT FORUM 
Structure and functioning

Coordinating structure

• Actors representing network organisations, working group coordinators, technical experts
(IMELS - secretariat)

• Periodical meetings for:

Exchange information and ensure coherency of the activities of various groups, with the relevant
working calendars;

Verify and compare programs and translate policy indications that emerged into concrete 
recommendations;

Address and discuss criticalities encountered in the working groups;

Definition of communication and information initiatives;

Planning the annual National Conference for Sustainable Development.



National Sustainable Development Forum 
Structure and functioning

National Conference for Sustainable Development 

• Coordinators and working groups will have a key role in planning and managing the Forum

• Open space to confront ideas among forum experts/CNCS, regional forums, fora regionali with 
decision makers, policy makers and institutional representatives.

• Conference is not focused on highlighting institutional initiatives, it is focused on civil society’s
review of these initiatives:

Verify and discuss the work on the NSDS and of the Forum WGs

Address emerging challenges at different local levels

Create sinergies among National Forum, CNCS and regional Forums

Address future challenges /build common agenda



Anna Bombonato

Ministry for the Environment, Land and Sea 

Directorate General for Sustainable Development, Environmental Damage, 
European Union and International Affairs (DG SVI)

Division I - Interventions for sustainable development, environmental
damage and legal and management aspects

Technical Assistance Unit SOGESID spa

E-mail: bombonato.anna@minambiente.it
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